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No. 5004/%0%40 /2561 Office of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
Bangkok, Thailand

Tel: +66 2 276 8888 ext. 6359

Fax: +66 2 271 3518

24 October BE. 2561 (2018)°

Dear Dr. Emilie van Deventer,

Subject: Request for WHO’s Opinion on the Safety of Exposure to Radiofrequency
Electromagnetic Fields from Mobile Phone Base Stations

For the past several years, the Office of The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) has enccuntered problems dealing with public
opposition to the siting and installation of mobile phone base stations in all regions of
Thailand. Some members of the National Legislative Assembly, a number of academics and
many local citizens are concerned about the safety of exposure to radiofrequency (RF)
electromagnetic fields from base station antennas. To address the concern, the Office of
NBTC, in collaboration with the Thalland s Ministry of Public Health, has developed
information about this subject and disseminated it to the general public through the media
and our public forums since 2015. Our information was derived from scientific reviews by
ICNIRP, IEEE and health authorities in many countries as well as from WHO fact sheets and
backgrounders.

Despite the above-mentioned activities, RF fields and health associated with
mobile phone base statidns remains an issue of public concem. To better deal with this
issue, | thought | should write to you to ask for expert advice. At this stage, | would
appreciate receiving your position statement or opinion on the safety of exposure to RF
fields from mobile phone base stations.

As this matter is urgent, | would appreciate a reply as soon as possible.

Yours sincerely,

S\

(Mr. Takorn Tantasith)
Secretary General

Dr. Emilie van Deventer

Team Leader, Radiation Programme

World Health Organization

20, Avenue Appia-CH-1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland
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Tel. direct: +41 22 791 3950 Mr. Takorn Tantasith
Faxdirect:  +4122791 Secretary-General

E-mail : e tere/@who.i . .

el YRSESOe National Broadcasting and
In reply please Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
refer to: 87 Phaholythin 8 (Soi Sailom)

Samsen Nai, Phayathai, Bangkok 10400

Your reference: Royaume de Thailande

6 November 2018

Dear Mr. Tantasith

I'am writing to you in response to your letter of October 29, 2018, requesting an opinion
on the safety of exposure to the radiofrequency (RF) electromagnetic fields (EMF) produced by
mobile phone base station antennas.

As you may be aware, the World Health Organization (WHO) established the
International EMF Project in 1996 to assess the scientific evidence of possible health effects of
EMEF in the frequency range from 0 to 300 GHz, including mobile phone network frequency
bands. Oversight of the Project is provided by the International Advisory Committee (IAC),
composed of members of international organizations, WHO collaborating centres, and over 50
national authorities. Thailand has been an active member of the IAC for many years in the past.

WHO provides a coordinated international response to concerns about possible health
effects from exposure to EMF and develops a wide range of information material on this subject
to disseminate available information to national EMF protection programmes as well as to the
public. We also participate in scientific meetings around the world, including the NBTC
Symposium on Radiofrequency Electromagnetic Fields and Human Health in Bangkok, 17-18
December 2015.

Under the International EMF Project, a WHO backgrounder entitled “Electromagnetic
fields and public health: base stations and wireless technologies,” was published in May 2006,
stating the following: “Considering the very low exposure levels and research results collected
fo date, there is no convincing scientific evidence that the weak RF signals from base stations
and wireless networks cause adverse health effects.”

cc: Dr Daniel Kertesz, WR Thailand
Ms Lesley Onyon, Regional Advisers, PHE/SEARO
Dr Artnarong Thansandote, Consultant, NBTC

AW Al Aot » HRDAEAA
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More recently, a review of the scientific evidence was commissioned in 2010 which
resulted in a publication entitled Systematic review on the health effects of exposure to
radiofrequency electromagnetic fields from mobile phone base stations in the WHO Bulletin
(http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/88/12/09-071852.pdf), which noted that “In conclusion,
our review does not indicate an association between any health outcome and radiofrequency
electromagnetic field exposure from MPBSs at levels typically encountered in people’s everyday
environment".

Currently, we are developing a health risk assessment from human exposure to
radiofrequency fields (RF), including those radiated by mobile phone base stations and other
wireless networks and technologies. As per the ongoing review of the literature on this topic,
scientific evidence to date does not show a risk of adverse health effects from mobile phone base
stations, and the above-stated conclusion is still valid.

With the sporadic public concern over the safety of wireless networks, the annual WHO
IAC meeting provides a forum for peer discussion on dealing with the health concerns raised by
exposure to EMF fields. We hope that Thailand will resume its active participation in the work
of the International EMF Project, and thereby invite you or your representative to join us in the
next IAC annual meeting, which most likely will take place in Geneva in June 2019.

Yours sincerely,

=MW,

Dr. Emilie van Deventer
Team Leader
Radiation Programme

Lol Aol Goliie « HRTEAR

Organisation mondiale de la Santé « BceMupHan oprausaums 3pasooxparens « Organizacion Mundial de la Salud
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